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Background
Tipperary County Council, in partnership with 
Limerick City and County Council, Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) and the Department 
of Transport are developing the N24 Cahir to 
Limerick Junction Project. Tipperary County 
Council, as lead authority, has appointed Arup 
as Technical Advisors to progress the Planning 
and Design for the Project.

The N24 national primary route, is a strategic 
corridor from Limerick to Waterford, traversing 
through County Tipperary and  is approximately 
116km in length. It is recognised as being of 
particular importance in enhancing accessibility 
to towns it passes through, namely Tipperary 
Town, Cahir, Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel, and 
their rural hinterland.

The section of the N24 under consideration 
in this project, the N24 Cahir to Limerick 
Junction Project, is located between the M8 
motorway, north of Cahir in Co. Tipperary and 
an appropriate tie-in point in County Limerick. 
The extents of this corridor is approximately 
33.5km and the study area falls within two 
local authority administrative areas, namely 
Tipperary County Council and Limerick City 
and County Council. There is an agreement in 
place between these two local authorities with 
Tipperary County Council acting as the lead 
authority. The Mid West National Road Design 
Office are acting as Project Coordinators for 
the project. 

This section of the existing N24 has restricted 
capacity due to its limited width, partially sub‐
standard alignment and its passage through 
four villages and Tipperary Town. When these 
elements are considered in conjunction with 
the very high number of junctions and private 
accesses located on the existing road, the 
result is that there are limited overtaking 
opportunities and unstable traffic flow regimes 
along the existing N24. Furthermore, the 
N24 currently experiences bottlenecks and 
significant traffic delays through Tipperary 
Town. It is considered that the existing N24 
is economically inefficient and detracts from 
the development and growth of the region. 
Consequently, the key objectives of this 
proejct are to provide a reliable and sustainable 
transport solution for the N24 corridor between 
Cahir and Limerick and to ultimately contribute 
to efficient connectivity between Limerick and 
Waterford. 

Two previous studies were undertaken by 
consultants within the study area. A preferred 
route was selected between Pallasgreen and 
Bansha in April 2003 and a preferred route 
was selected between Cahir and Bansha 
in July 2003. In 2008 the NRA decided to 
amalgamate the two schemes which resulted 
in a third scheme. However, due to financial 
constraints the scheme was not developed. 
The current project is starting from a blank 
canvas in identifying a suitable transport 
solution for this section of the corridor between 
Cahir and Limerick. 
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Tipperary County Council are the lead Local Authority and 
Sponsoring Agency for the project

Mid West National Road Design Office are the Project 
Co-Ordinator for the project. 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) are the Sanctioning Authority. 

Arup are the Technical Advisors progressing the Planning and 
Design for the Project.

Who we are?
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What are the transport issues?

Average journey speeds within the study 
area of 60 - 65km/h for weekday peak 
periods and 57 – 63km/h during the 
inter-peak periods were recorded. These 
journey speeds are significantly less than 
the National Planning Framework target of 
90km/h for inter-urban roads.

508 direct accesses to the national road 
network and 45 junctions contributes to 
increased safety risks.

Lack of regional accessibility is impeding 
regional economic growth.

Many existing and proposed footpaths and 
cycle links follow the line of the existing 
N24, which effectively means all modes are 
competing on this single shared space.

The majority of the existing N24 within the 
study area comprises of legacy national 
road network, typically constructed 
without geometric design resulting in 
many alignment deficiencies in terms of 
road layout - such as limited overtaking 
opportunities, varying cross section, and 
substandard geometric elements.

Bus journey times between Waterford and 
Limerick can be in excess of 45 minutes 
longer than by car therefore making travel 
by car a much more attractive option in 
terms of travel time saving. 

The N24 currently passes through Tipperary 
Town via the town’s narrow congested main 
street. This results in a high percentage of 
HGVs on the town’s main street which is 
an urban street intended to accommodate 
all other modes such as public transport, 
cycling and walking. This street is also a 
place and is part of the urban fabric of 
Tipperary Town and high traffic volumes 
and associated proportion of HGVs detracts 
totally from the sense of place of the town.

Journey times by rail between Limerick 
and Waterford range from 2 hours and 40 
minutes to 4hrs and 30 minutes and require 
a minimum of one interchange at Limerick 
Junction. This makes travel by car between 
the two cities more attractive in terms of 
journey time savings.

Local and national traffic are in conflict 
with vulnerable road users in Tipperary 
Town. Both urban (Tipperary Town) and 
rural sections of the N24 consistently have 
collision rates that are above or twice 
above the national average for the relevant 
carriageway classification.

8 fatalities and 25 serious injuries have been 
recorded in the period 2006-2016 along the 
section of the N24 within the study area.
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Is there a 
problem?

How to solve the 
problem?

YES

Understand
where people 
want to travel

Railway 
Improvements

Improved Bus 
System 

Demand 
management

Walking and 
Cycling

Park and 
Ride

Alternative 
Routes / Route 

Upgrade?
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We want to hear what you 

think!

What are the transport issues 

within the Study Area?

What transport solutions do you 

think we should consider?

What do you think matters? Do you think you 

would be affected 

by a transport solution 

along the N24 Cahir 

to Limerick Junction 

Corridor?

Tell us what you think!
Please fill out the 
feedback form

Your local 

knowledge can help 

us identify constraints 

and issues that need 

to be addressed.
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Phase 1 to 4 Process



Next Steps

What 
we are
doing

The identification 
of engineering 
and environmental 
constraints has 
commenced

Determine
Next Steps

Compare Options 
and Recommend 

Solution

Develop
Options

Combinations of solutions and alternatives will be assessed 
which may involve combinations of road based solutions; 
enhancing, extending or providing public transport; and 

improvements to walking and cycling infrastructure.

The majority of the existing 
N24 within the study 
area comprises of legacy 
national road network.

Therefore the 
existing N24 has 
many associated 
deficiencies in terms 
of road layout,
limited overtaking
opportunities, 
geometric
deficiencies and 
capacity issues.

Further studies
are required to identify
solutions.
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