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Project Background and Description
Tipperary County Council, in partnership with Limerick City and 
County Council, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the Department 
of Transport are developing the N24 Cahir to Limerick Junction 
Project. The N24 is a strategic corridor linking Limerick to Waterford. 
Limerick and Waterford represent the 3rd and 5th largest daytime 
working populations in the country respectively and while only 130km 
apart, there are surprisingly few economic links between the two 
cities. The N24 carries both long distance traffic from the southeast 
of the country to the mid-west of the country and significant regional 
and inter-urban traffic flows between Waterford, Carrick-On-Suir, 
Clonmel, Tipperary and Limerick. The section of the N24 through 

Tipperary Town also provides regional connections to Cashel (N74). 
A key driver for the project is to ensure that all elements of transport 
(including public transport, walking, cycling) are working together 
to achieve a sustainable solution and to minimise the impact to the 
natural and built environment. 

To date it has been identified that there are significant transportation 
issues along the section of the N24 between Cahir and Oola worthy 
of further investigation. A summary of the transportation and safety 
issues identified for the project is provided below. 

What are the Issues?
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Both urban (Tipperary Town) 
and rural sections of the N24 

consistently have collision rates 
that are above or twice above 

the national average. 8 fatalities 
and 25 serious injuries have 
been recorded in the period 

2006-2016 along the section of 
the N24 within the study area.

Bus journey times between 
Waterford and Limerick can be 
in excess of 45 minutes longer 
than by car therefore making 
travel by car a much more 
attractive option in terms of 

travel time saving. 

Journey times by rail between 
Limerick and Waterford range 

from 2 hours and 40 minutes to 
4hrs and 30 minutes and require 
a minimum of one interchange at 

Limerick Junction.

Average journey speeds within 
the study area of 60 - 65km/h 
for weekday peak periods and 

57 – 63km/h during the inter-peak 
periods were recorded. These 
journey speeds are significantly 
less than the National Planning 
Framework target of 90km/h for 

inter-urban roads.

The majority of the existing 
N24 within the study area 

comprises of legacy national 
road network, typically 

constructed without geometric 
design resulting in many 

alignment deficiencies in terms 
of road layout.

508 direct accesses to the national 
road network and 45 junctions 
contributes to increased safety 

risks. Lack of regional accessibility 
is also impeding regional economic 

growth.

Many existing and proposed 
footpaths and cycle links follow 

the line of the existing N24, 
which effectively means all 

modes are competing on this 
single shared space.

The N24 currently passes through 
Tipperary Town via the town’s 
narrow congested main street. 

This results in a high percentage 
of HGVs on the town’s main street 
which is an urban street intended 
to accommodate all other modes 
such as public transport, cycling 

and walking. 
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Phase 2: What’s Happening Now?
The project is currently at Phase 2 Option Selection. The objective of 
this phase of the Project is to develop Alternatives and Options that 
meet the project objectives and to carry out a systematic assessment 
of these Alternatives and Objectives leading to the selection of the 
preferred transportation solution, which will form the basis of the 
detailed design and environmental evaluation to follow in Phase 
3.This public consultation presents the broad range of potential 
solutions that could solve the issues identified and deliver on the 
Project Objectives. 

Range of Alternatives and Options 
Considered

Do-Nothing 

Do-Minimum

Do-Something: Options

Do-Something: Alternatives

Discounted Options

This option assumes that there will be no other investment 
in the transport network (other than regular maintenance) 
during the appraisal period

This option involves maintaining the existing infrastructure 
and constructing planned and committed schemes

• Management Option (the option which seeks to 
maximise the use of the existing infrastructure)

• Road Based Options

• Active Travel

• Public Transport

• Demand Management

Some Options have been assessed, ruled out, and will no 
longer be considered as part of the Project

Economy

Environment

Physical 
Activity

Safety

IntegrationAccessibility 
& Social 
Inclusion

Project
Objectives

Visualisation of Tipperary Town with Potential Active Travel Measures
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Phase 1 to 4 Process

The final stage of the 
process is the selection 
of the Preferred 
Alternative(s) and/or 
Option(s). The Preferred 
Solution will be put on 
Public Display
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Active Travel Alternative
What is Active Travel?

Public 
Transport 
Proposals

Demand 
Reduction 
Proposals

• Improved inter-urban bus service
• Improved local bus services in 

Tipperary Town
• Improved local bus services in Cahir
• Improved rail services, with no 

interchange between Limerick and 
Waterford, stopping at all stations 
along the Limerick to Waterford Line, 
including Tipperary Town and Cahir 
which fall within the study area

• Frequencies of at least 1 train per 
hour during peak periods

• Departure and arrival times linked to 
typical working patterns

• Park and Ride facilities at Limerick 
Junction

• Provision of a comprehensive cycle 
network (including connection 
between Limerick Junction and 
Tipperary Town)

• Improved facilities for cyclists (e.g. 
cycle parking, e-bike charging, etc.)

• Improvements to pedestrian facilities 
(e.g. improved crossings and footpath 
provision)

• Improve permeability within Tipperary 
Town and Cahir

• Potential pedestrianisation of key 
streets

• Parking rationalisation within Tipperary 
Town and Cahir

• Increased parking charges / levies
• Signals / Traffic Management which 

penalises Short trips over Strategic trips
• Interchange between transport mode

Active Travel Improvements:

Cycle & 
Walking 

Proposals

Analysis of traffic patterns in the study area has revealed a considerable number of short distance trips 
are made by car, contributing to existing congestion on the N24. 

Improvements to the walking and cycling infrastructure within Tipperary Town and Cahir, in addition to 
enhancements to local bus services, would support an increase in sustainable trip making. This in turn 
could lead to a reduction in traffic levels and congestion in the town. 

As part of the project appraisal process, these measures will be assessed as an alternative to building 
new road infrastructure. However, these measures could also form part of a wider multi-modal transport 
solution for the towns and villages along this section of the N24 and in particular Tipperary Town and 
its environs. 

Tipperary 
Town

Cahir

Active Travel means walking or cycling as part of a purposeful journey. Walking as part of a commute to work, cycling to the shop, or scooting to 
school are all considered Active Travel, whereas walking or cycling for recreational purposes are not. 

The provision of safe infrastructure to support Active Travel such as segregated cycling and walking facilities can also help alleviate congestion 
and meet climate action objectives by providing viable alternatives and connectivity with existing public transport infrastructure. The benefits of 
Active Travel include health benefits as well as environmental and economic benefits.
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The Pink Option Corridor extends the full length of 
the study area, from Node B to W. This is the Online 
Management Option which provides an online upgrade 
of the existing N24. Where possible, sections of the 
existing N24 have been straightened to provide safer 
overtaking.

The Yellow Option Corridor extends the full length 
of the study area, from Node A to X and broadly 
follows the line of the previous Pallasgreen to Cahir 
Project Preferrred Option between Limerick Junction 
and M8 J10.

The Blue Option Corridor extends the full length of the 
study, from Node B to X.

The Green Option Corridor extends the full length of 
the study, from Node A to W. 

Switch 1 (Black) provides a connection from the 
Pink or Blue Option Corridor to the Yellow Option 
Corridor.

Switch 2 (Orange) provides a connection from the 
Pink Option Corridor to the Green Option Corridor.

Switch 3 (Purple) provides a connection between 
the Yellow or Blue Option Corridors with the Pink or 
Green Option Corridors.

Switch 4 (Red) provides a connection between the 
Pink or Green Option Corridors with the Yellow or 
Blue Option Corridors.

Switch 5 (Cyan) provides a connection between the 
Pink or Green Option Corridor with the Yellow or Blue 
Option Corridors.

Switch 6 (Lime) provides an alternative crossing of 
the River Suir to the Yellow Option Corridor crossing.

Link Road 1 & 2 are additional link roads to the east 
of Tipperary Town.

These switches provide an opportunity to switch between Option 
Corridors to form a new hybrid Option Corridor.

Alternatives

Switches

Road Based Corridor Options

Pink 
Option

Yellow 
Option

Blue 
Option

Green 
Option

Switch
1

Switch
2

Switch
3

Switch
4

Switch
5

Switch
6

Road
Based
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What Happens Next?
We are inviting feedback from the public in relation to the 
Alternatives and Options presented to assist in the further 
development of a sustainable transport solution for the N24 
Cahir to Limerick Junction Project.

Following completion of this public consultation, review of the 
submissions received and further studies, the Alternatives and 
Options will be assessed and a preferred solution recommended. 

Updates, news and details of future public displays will be 
published on www.n24cahirlimerck.ie

The public consultation format has been adapted to ensure 
compliance with the COVID-19 guidelines and restrictions. We 
have developed a dedicated website www.n24cahirlimerick.
ie which contains all of the information that would normally be 
displayed at an in-person public consultation. 

The feedback and submissions received from the process will 
be considered by the Project Team in Stage 2 of the Option 
Selection process. Stage 2 involves a more detailed appraisal of 
the Alternatives and Options using a multicriteria analysis under 
the headings of Safety, Economy, Environment, Accessibility and 
Social Inclusion, Integration and Physical Activity. 

The Stage 2 assessment will determine the best performing 
Alternative or Option or combination of Alternative(s) and/ or 
Options to be taken forward as the Preferred Option. 

It is envisaged that a public display of the Preferred Solution will 
take place in Q1 2022.

You can book an on-line or telephone meeting with a 
member of the project team through the on-line booking 
facility on the virtual pubic consultation room on www.
N24cahirlimerick.ie

Your Opinion Matters
The public consultation period will run for 6 weeks from 25 June 
2021 to 6 August 2021. 

The mapping can be viewed on the project website: 
www.n24cahirlimerick.ie 

Alternatively, please call  061 951000 and we will issue a 
brochure and feedback form to you by post.

by returning the 
feedback form by 
6 August 2021

Tell us your 
Views

Smarter
Travel

Component

Public
Transport

Component
Road

Component

What is the 
Transport
Solution?

Combined
Transport
Solution

How to Make a Submission 
Submissions can be made on or before 6 August 2021 using 
the online feedback form available on the project website www.
n24cahirlimerick.ie or alternatively completed feedback forms can 
be returned by email or post as follows:

Email: cahirlimerick@midwestroads.ie.

Post
N24 Cahir to Limerick Junction Project,
Mid West National Road Design Office,
Lissanalta House,
Dooradoyle Road,
Limerick,
V94 H5RR


