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Project Background and Description

What are the Issues?

What are the Project Objectives? 
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Both urban (Tipperary Town) 
and rural sections of the N24 

consistently have collision 
rates that are above or twice 
above the national average. 
8 fatalities and 25 serious 

injuries have been recorded 
in the period 2006-2016 

along the section of the N24 
within the study area.

Bus journey times between 
Waterford and Limerick can 
be in excess of 45 minutes 
longer than by car therefore 
making travel by car a much 

more attractive option in 
terms of travel time saving. 

Journey times by rail between 
Limerick and Waterford range 
from 2 hours and 40 minutes 

to 4hrs and 30 minutes 
and require a minimum of 

one interchange at Limerick 
Junction.

Average journey speeds within 
the study area of 60 - 65km/h 
for weekday peak periods and 
57 – 63km/h during the inter-
peak periods were recorded. 

These journey speeds are 
significantly less than the 

National Planning Framework 
target of 90km/h for inter-

urban roads.

The majority of the existing 
N24 within the study 

area comprises of legacy 
national road network, 
typically constructed 

without geometric design 
resulting in many alignment 
deficiencies in terms of road 

layout.

508 direct accesses to the 
national road network and 
45 junctions contributes to 
increased safety risks. Lack 

of regional accessibility is also 
impeding regional economic 

growth.

Many existing and proposed 
footpaths and cycle links 

follow the line of the existing 
N24, which effectively means 
all modes are competing on 

this single shared space.

To reduce the cost of travel 
as part of the scheme at an 

investment cost that offers good 
value for money 

To provide opportunities to enhance 
the economic prospects of 
Tipperary Town and its rural 

hinterland

Environment 

Economy

Physical Activity

Safety

Accessibility & 
Social Inclusion

Integration

To reduce the potential for 
collisions through the provision 
of a safer travelling environment 
for all road users over the N24 

corridor extents under consideration 
supporting the RSA Road Safety 

Strategy 2013 ‐ 2020

To reduce the collision 
rate and severity on the N24 

route within the scheme extents 
supporting the RSA Road Safety 

Strategy 2013 - 2020

To reduce the potential for conflict 
with vulnerable road users 
within the scheme extents

To support compact 
growth in Tipperary 

Town through the creation 
of an attractive environment 

to encourage sustainable trips

 To support the integration objectives 
set out in European, National, 

Regional and Local Planning policy

To support initiatives to bring 
investment into the Mid 

West Region

To support 
integration of all 

transport modes within 
the wider region, integrating 
with adjacent national road 

corridors, with regional public 
transport facilities, and improving 

access to the main ports and 
airports

To be compatible with land 
use objectives as set out 

in planning policies

Enable walking and 
cycling opportunities in 

a safer environment for the 
communities along the corridor

Create a healthy environment 
conducive to active travel for 
the communities along the 

corridor

To reduce social 
exclusion by enhancing 

accessibility to key 
facilities, such as employment, 

education, transport and 
healthcare from designated rural 
zones within the study area for all 

modes of transport

To improve the connectivity 
between Limerick and 

Waterford and specifically 
within the scheme 

extents

Facilitate the 
enhancement of sustainable 

travel and improved 
connectivity to public transport 

opportunities

To provide opportunities to enable the 
successful creation of place making 

and generation of a vibrant 
community in Tipperary Town

Project 
Objectives

To provide a reliable 
transport system 

over the N24 corridor 
extents under consideration 
and to contribute to efficient 

connectivity between Limerick 
and Waterford encouraging 
local, regional, national and 
international development 

to balance regional 
development

The proposed scheme 
will seek to minimise 
impacts to National 

Monuments

To ensure consideration of 
sustainable development principles 

and measures to minimise 
effects on the environment to 

support the government’s 
Climate Action Plan

To provide opportunities to 
enhance the local amenity and 

heritage value of the area

To minimise impacts on designated 
Natura 2000 sites

The proposed scheme will seek 
to reduce noise and air impacts 

on sensitive receptors

To minimise the impact to local 
watercourses and associated 

floodplains, in particular the River 
Suir

Tipperary County Council, in partnership with Limerick City 
and County Council, Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the 
Department of Transport are developing the N24 Cahir to Limerick 
Junction Project. The N24 is a strategic corridor linking Limerick 
to Waterford. Limerick and Waterford represent the 3rd and 5th 
largest daytime working populations in the country respectively 
and while only 130km apart, there are surprisingly few economic 
links between the two cities. The N24 carries both long distance 
traffic from the southeast of the country to the mid-west of the 
country and significant regional and inter-urban traffic flows 
between Waterford, Carrick-On-Suir, Clonmel, Tipperary and 

Limerick. The section of the N24 through Tipperary Town also 
provides regional connections to Cashel (N74). A key driver for 
the project is to ensure that all elements of transport (including 
public transport, walking, cycling) are working together to achieve 
a sustainable solution and to minimise the impact to the natural 
and built environment. 

To date it has been identified that there are significant transportation 
issues along the section of the N24 between Cahir and Oola 
worthy of further investigation.  A summary of the transportation 
and safety issues identified for the project is provided below. 

The N24 currently passes 
through Tipperary Town via 

the town’s narrow congested 
main street. This results in a 
high percentage of HGVs on 
the town’s main street which 
is an urban street intended to 

accommodate all other modes 
such as public transport, cycling 

and walking. 



Phase 1 Concept 
and Feasibility 

Completed 
September 2020

Constraints 
Study

Public 
Consultation No. 1 

Constraints
27 January 2021 to 
17 February 2021

Public 
Consultation No. 2
25 June 2021 to 06 

August 2021
You are here

The consultation was conducted 
in an online consultation space 
which allowed the public to walk 
around virtually and view the project 
material.

59 submissions were received 
around the following themes:

• Tipperary Town needs a bypass 
and its construction should be 
prioritised over other sections.

• Safety concerns in relation
to the existing road south of 
Bansha.

• Is a bypass of Monard 
required?

• Connectivity to Limerick 
Junction.

• Safe access requirements for 
Tipperary Racecourse.

• Importance of project in terms 
of tourism for the locality.

• The solution needs to consider 
active travel and be a ‘green’ 
solution.

• Protection of greenway 
between Glen of Aherlow and 
Tipperary Town.

• Identification of new 
constraints.

The initial step in the Option 
Selection process is to undertake 
a detailed Constraints Study. 

A comprehensive constraints study 
which addresses all constraints 
commenced in September 2020 by 
Arup comprising both their team of 
in-house competent experts and 
external competent experts.

The constraints were documented 
and mapped and were used to 
inform the development of feasible 
Alternatives and Options for the 
Project.

Options from 
previous studies, 
as well as new 
Alternatives and 
Options were all 
considered and 
tested against the 
Project Objectives. 

• Identified the “Problem”
(i.e. Need for the Project)

• Established the Project
Objectives

• Defined a suitable project
Study Area

Phase 2 - Option Selection
September 2020 – Present
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Identification 
of Feasible 

Transportation 
Alternatives and 

Options
Ongoing

Active Travel Component

Road Component

Multi-Component Solution

Public Transport Component

Demand Management 
Measures

Environmental 
Site Surveys & 
Geotechnical 
Investigation 

Surveys
April 2021 - 

Present

Previous Studies 
and Options 

Considered & 
Traffic Surveys

Work Completed to Date



Alternatives - Smarter Travel Initiatives

Pubic 
Transport 
Proposals

• Improved inter-urban bus service

• Improved local bus services in Tipperary Town

• Improved local bus services in Cahir

• Improved rail services, with no interchange 
between Limerick and Waterford, stopping at all 
stations along the Limerick to Waterford Line, 
including Tipperary Town and Cahir which fall 
within the study area

• Frequencies of at least 1 train per hour during 
peak periods

• Departure and arrival times linked to typical 
working patterns

• Park and Ride facilities at Limerick Junction

• Provision of a comprehensive cycle 
network (including connection 
between Limerick Junction and 
Tipperary Town)

• Improved facilities for cyclists (e.g. 
cycle parking, e-bike charging, etc.)

• Improvements to pedestrian facilities 
(e.g. improved crossings and 
footpath provision)

• Improve permeability within 
Tipperary Town and Cahir

• Potential pedestrianisation of key 
streets

• Parking rationalisation within 
Tipperary Town and Cahir

• Increased parking charges / levies

• Signals / Traffic Management 
which penalises Short trips over 
Strategic trips

• Interchange between transport 
mode facilities Junction

Visualisations of Potential Active Travel 
Improvements
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Analysis of traffic patterns in the study area has revealed a considerable number of short 
distance trips are made by car, contributing to existing congestion on the N24. 

Improvements to the walking and cycling infrastructure within Tipperary Town and Cahir, in 
addition to enhancements to local bus services, would support an increase in sustainable trip 
making. This in turn could lead to a reduction in traffic levels and congestion in the town. 

Demand 
Reduction 
Proposals

Cycling & 
Walking 

Proposals

Tipperary 
Town

Cahir

As part of the project appraisal process, these measures will be assessed as an alternative 
to building new road infrastructure. However, these measures could also form part of a wider 
multi-modal transport solution for the towns and villages along this section of the N24 and in 
particular Tipperary Town and its environs. 

N

N



Road based Option Corridors
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Switch 1 (Black) provides a connection from the 
Pink or Blue Option Corridors to the Yellow Option 
Corridor near Oola between Nodes C in the townland 
of Shanaclogh West and Node F in the townland 
of Milltown. This provides a possible way to switch 
between the Pink or Blue Option Corridors to the 
Yellow Option Corridor to form a new hybrid Option 
Corridor.

The Pink Option Corridor is the Online Management Option 
which provides an online upgrade of the existing N24. 
Where possible, sections of the existing N24 have been 
straightened to provide safer overtaking.

The Pink Option Corridor commences at Node B in in the 
townland of Knockballyfookeen, west of Brooks Bridge 
and progresses along the route of the existing N24. The 
Pink Option Corridor ceases at Node W where it ties in at 
the Tipperary Road Roundabout, north of Cahir.

The Blue Option Corridor commences at Node B in the 
townland of Knockballyfookeen, west of Brooks Bridge 
and follows the existing N24 to Node D in the townland 
of Boherdotia just west of the village of Monard. The 
Blue Option Corridor progresses offline in a southeasterly 
direction to Node E, west of Ballykisteen Golf Course. 
It continues in a southeasterly direction towards the 
townland of Roesborough where it changes direction to 
progress east to Node H. It connects with the existing 
N24 at Node H in the townland of Bohercrow, northwest 
of Tipperary Town. The Blue Option Corridor skirts the 
north of Tipperary Town to Node L in the townland of 
Garrancanty east of Tipperary Town where it connects 
with the N74. It then continues in a southeasterly direction 
to Node N in the townland of Dromline and Node Q at 
Templenahurney. There is a link provided from the Blue 
Option Corridor to Bansha from Node Q to R. The Blue 
Option Corridor follows the same route as the Yellow 
Option Corridor from Node V to X where it ties into the 
existing N24 at Cloghabreedy Roundabout at Junction 
10 of the M8.

The Yellow Option Corridor commences at Node A in the 
townland of Knockballyfookeen, west of Brooks Bridge and 
progresses offline in a southeasterly direction, north of the 
existing N24 to Node L in the townland of Garrancanty east 
of Tipperary Town and connects with the N74. It includes 
a link from the N74 back to the existing N24 between 
Nodes H and L. From the N74, the Yellow Option Corridor 
continues southeast to Node N at Dromline and continues 
further south east to Node Q at Templenahurney. There is 
a link provided from the Yellow Option Corridor to Bansha 
from Node Q to R. The Yellow Option Corridor follows 
the same route as the Blue Option Corridor from Node V 
to X where it ties into the existing N24 at Cloghabreedy 
Roundabout at Junction 10 of the M8. This Option Corridor 
broadly follows the path of the previous Pallasgreen to 
Cahir Project Preferred Option.

The Green Option Corridor commences at Node A in 
the townland of Knockballyfookeen, west of Brooks 
Bridge. It progresses offline in a southeasterly direction, 
south of the existing N24 to Node E west of Ballykisteen 
Golf Course. It continues south towards the townland 
of Barronstown where it changes direction to east and 
continues to the townland of Bohercrow. At Bohercrow 
there is a short link back to the existing N24 between 
Node J and H. The Green Option Corridor then skirts the 
south of Tipperary Town from Node J at Bohercrow to 
Node M at Cordangan where it connects to the existing 
N24. It follows the existing N24 from Node M to Node 
P west of Bansha. The Green Option Corridor provides 
a link back to Bansha, southwest of the village. From 
Bansha it continues offline south of the existing N24 
and ties into the existing N24 at the Tipperary Road 
Roundabout, north of Cahir at node W.

Switch 4 (Red) provides a connection between 
the Pink or Green Option Corridor at Node M at 
Cordangan and the Yellow or Blue Option Corridors 
at Node N at Dromline. This provides the option to 
switch between these corridors to form a new hybrid 
Option Corridor. Switch 4 differs from Switch 5 in 
that it hugs the route of the existing railway line on 
the southern side.

Switch 2 (Orange) provides a connection from the 
Pink Option Corridor to the Green Option Corridor 
between Nodes G in the townland of Bohercrow 
and Node K also in the townland of Bohercrow. This 
provides the opportunity to switch between any two 
of these option corridors to from a new hybrid Option 
Corridor.

Switch 5 (Cyan) provides a connection between 
the Pink or Green Option Corridors at Node M at 
Cordangan and the Yellow or Blue Option Corridors 
at Node N at Dromline. This provides the option to 
switch between these option corridors to form a new 
hybrid Option Corridor.

Switch 3 (Purple) provides a connection between 
the Yellow or Blue Option Corridor at Node K in the 
townland of Garrancanty to the Pink or Green Option 
Corridors at Node M at Cordangan. This provides 
the option to switch between these corridors to form 
a new hybrid Option Corridor.

Switch 6 (Lime) provides an alternative crossing of the 
River Suir to the north of the Yellow Option Corridor 
River Suir crossing.  It connects to the Yellow Option 
Corridor at nodes S and T. 

Link Road 1 is an additional link road between the N74 just east of St. Michael’s Cemetery to the roundabout junction of the 
R661 and St. Michael’s Avenue (i.e. north of St. Michael’s Cemetery).
Link Road 2 joins the Tipperary Road at the roundabout junction of Knockanrawley and Tipperary Road to the existing N24 
east of Tipperary Town.

Switch 1  
(Black)

Pink 
Option 

Corridor

Yellow 
Option 

Corridor

Blue 
Option 

Corridor

Green 
Option 

Corridor

Switch 4  
(Red)

Switch 2  
(Orange)

Switch 5 
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(Purple)
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Road
based 

Alternatives



We will develop 
the design of the 
preferred solution 
to a sufficient 
level of detail to 
establish land 
take requirements 
and undertake 
environmental 
evaluation so as 
to identify and 
mitigate impacts.

We will advance the 
project through the 
Statutory Processes 
to ensure that the 
project is developed 
in accordance 
with planning, 
environmental 
and other relevant 
legislation.

Phases 5 & 6 
will be subject to 
approval by An 
Bord Pleanála 
and subsequent 
Transport 
Infrastructure 
Ireland approval 
for the project to 
proceed.

Feasibility Study

Design
Environmental 

Evaluation

Application to An 
Bord Pleanála

Approval Point

Approval Point

Oral Hearing

Decision

Enabling & 
Procurement

Construction & 
Implementation

Concept and 
Feasibility

Phase 1

Public Consultation No. 2

Constraints Study

Public Consultation 
No. 1

Option 
Selection

Phase 2

Design & 
Environmental 
Evaluation

Phase 3

Statutory 
Processes

Phase 4

Phase 5

Phase 6

Public Display No. 4

Phase 1 to 4 Process
The current commission is to progress the project to the completion of Phase 4, Statutory 

Processes of the TII Project Management Guidelines. Phase 5, Enabling and Procurement and 
Phase 6, Construction and Implementation are not included in the current commission.

We identified the 
problems and 
established the 
need for the project 
and the associated 
project objectives.

We have identified 
the key constraints 
and developed 
potential 
Alternatives and 
Options. We will 
now assess the 
Alternatives and 
Options and select 
a preferred solution. 

 

Mar 
2020

Sep 
2021

Jan 
2021

June 
2021

Q2 
2022

Q2 
2023

Q2 
2024

Q4 
2024

You are here
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Do-Nothing 
Option

Upgrade of 
the N20*

Management 
Options***

Smarter 
travel 

initiatives 

Do-
Minimum**

Option 
Corridors

Public 
Tranport

Non-
Feasible

Consideration 
of Alternatives 

and Options Feasible

Active 
Travel

Demand 
Management 

Measures

Stage 3 Selection of Preferred 
Alternative(s) and/or Option(s)

Stage 2 Assessment Project 
Appraisal Matrix

Public Display No. 3 

Refine Alternatives and/or 
Options

The first stage 
includes analysis 
of Alternatives 
and Options under 
the 3 headings 
of Engineering, 
Economy and 
Environment

The final stage of 
the process is the 
selection of the 
Preferred Alternative(s) 
and/or Option(s). The 
Preferred solution 
will be put on Public 
Display

Then, the best Alternative(s) 
and/or Option(s) arising 
from the Preliminary 
Assesment and any 
further Alternative(s) and/
or Option(s) developed as a 
result of further development 
or feedback from the public 
consultation, progress into 
the more detailed appraisal 
under the 6 multi-criteria 
headings of Economy, 
Safety, Accessibility & 
Social Inclusion, Integration, 
Environment & Physical 
Activity

Stage 1 Project Appraisal 
of  Feasbile Alternatives and 

Options

*Option Corridor 
connecting Limerick to 
Waterford via Cork along 
the N20 and N25

***This option seeks 
to maximize the 
use of the existing 
infrastructure.

**This Option 
includes planned 
and committed 
schemes and no 
further intervention.
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Online Management Option

The Online Management Option seeks to maximise the use of the existing infrastructure. It 
will entail online construction works to widen the existing road, improve the horizontal and 
vertical alignment in parts and rationalise existing junctions. Typical cross-sections of the 
existing and potential scenarios are presented here for illustrative purposes only.

Note: Schematic is for illustrative purposes only.

Existing

Note: Schematic is for illustrative purposes only. Note: Schematic is for illustrative purposes only.

Potential Existing

Note: Schematic is for illustrative purposes only.

Potential 

demolition

Upgrading the existing N24 to achieve 
the required standards in terms of safety 
and geometry would have major impacts 
on existing properties along this route 
and in some cases would require their 
demolition. 

Existing direct accesses for housing and 
businesses along the route would be 
rationalised and combined to reduce the 
number of conflict points and improve 
safety. 

Noise, air pollution, pedestrian safety and 
cycling safety would still be an issue as 
the confined space, combined with the 
necessary landtake, limits the ability for 
mitigation measures. 

Provision of a new road in parts with the 
existing N24 retained for local access to 
achieve the required standards in terms 
of safety and geometry would have major 
impacts on existing properties along this 
route and in some cases would require their 
demolition. 

Existing direct accesses along the existing 
route would be retained for most but new 
road could sever some communities and 
result in negaitve visual imapcts

Noise and air pollution would improve for 
communities along this route but pedestrian 
and cyclist safety would still need to be 
addressed with possible additional landtake 
required.

Realignment of the existing N24

Provision of a new road in parts with the existing N24 retained for local access

Note: Schematic is for illustrative purposes only. Note: Schematic is for illustrative purposes only.

Potential Existing

demolition

The route of the existing N24 is 
characterised by linear housing and 
business development patterns built in 
close proximity to the road. 

Many properties have individual direct 
access to the road which impacts road 
safety. 

Noise and air pollution are ongoing issues 
for communities along this route as well 
as pedestrian and cyclist safety.



Possible Components of the Transport Solution

Tell us your views
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Smarter
Travel

Component

Public
Transport

Component
Road

Component

What is the 
Transport
Solution?

Combined
Transport
Solution

What are the transport 
issues within the Study 

Area?

What transport solutions 
do you think we should 

consider?

What do you think matters?

If you have any questions 
and would like to meet with 

a member of the design 
team you can do so using 

the on-line booking facility in 
the contact us page on the  

project website. 

Your Opinion counts – Tell us what you think! Please 
complete the feedback form 

Do you think you would 
be affected by a transport 

solution along the N24 
Cahir to Limerick Junction 

Corridor?




